The Thomas Telford School

A NEW CHOICE

Meet
the
Head

HEAD Teacher at the Thomas
Telford School is Kevin
Satchwell, who takes up his
appointment on January 1,
1991,

Currently head of Moseley Park
School, Bilston, he has built up an
outstanding reputation in the West
Midlands.

He says, “The successes at Moseley
Park have been secured through
working in partnership with
employers and parents. Top priority
has always been to respond positively
to pupil achievement.

“This has led to dramatic
improvements in examination
performance and outstanding
achievements in sports, drama and
music. The quality of the working
relationship with everyone engaged
in the work of the school has become
exceptional and much valued by the
young people.”

0f the Thomas Telford School, he
says, “Young people of all abilities
from urban backgrounds will be
admitted to benefit from an exciting,
challenging and creative educational
experience”’.

Educated at Wednesbury Boys High
School, he gained his Certificate of
Education at Shoreditch College,
London University. He has a Bachelor
of Arts degree and an advanced
diploma in educational management
at the Open University, and is a
visiting lecturer at Manchester
University Business School.

OF SCHOOL

IN SEPTEMBER next year, the most exciting school in the West
Midlands will open its doors to pupils for the first time.

The Thomas Telford School is currently being constructed on a site overlooking
Telford Town Centre and if you live in either Telford or Wolverhampton and have a
child who is 11 or 16 years old by August 31, 1991, you should apply now for a place.

There are no fees involved and there
will be a non-competitive entry
scheme which means that children of
all abilities may apply. There will be
no problems getting your child to the
Thomas Telford School; if you live
more than three miles away, free
transport will be provided.

The School will enjoy all of the
outstanding features of a City
Technology College:-

® Study which adds more science,
technology and business to the
national curriculum

® A technologically sophisticated
environment.

® Space, furnished and equipped
for individual learning.

® Close working with industry and
commerce to ensure job readiness.

® Small classes and even smaller
teams of students.

® A full range of student ability
and social background.

® Involvement of parents in the
School’s activities.

® Teachers specifically selected and
prepared to take advantage of the
School’s facilities.

Children of
all abilities

may apply
— NOW!!

The first intake of students will
involve 168 eleven year olds and 80
sixteen year olds. The school will grow
annually until it has a full enrolment
of 1,000.

When it opens, the Thomas Telford
School will be the eighth City
Technology College to be established
in Britain, since the first was launched
in Birmingham last year.

As with all other such colleges, the
Thomas Telford School will be
sponsored. The two sponsors are the
Mercers’ Company, the premier
Livery Company or Guild of the City
of London, and Tarmac, the
Wolverhampton-based quarrying,
building materials and construction
group.

Please turn inside
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A Guide to the Admissions Proc"’edure"

To apply for a place:

Fill in your application form and
send it to reach the office by October
31st., 1990.

Arrangements for
interviews:

You will be asked to come with
your child for an interview at a time
and date convenient to you.

Your child will be given
assessment tasks to complete when
you come for your interview.

You will be asked if you have any
questions and what hopes you have
for your child’s future.

The interview and assessment
tasks will last about one hour.

Admission Decisions:
Efforts will be made to secure an
intake which reflects the balance of
the communities.
To make sure that every applicant
has an equal chance of being admitted
the following rules will be applied:

1990 deadline for

applications

Of the places for 11 year olds, a
number will be given to each
electoral ward, according to the
number of 11 year olds in that ward.

Of the places for each ward, a
quota of places will be given to boys
and girls, according to the number of
each in the ward.

Of the quota for each ward, places
will be given to each of five ability
bands according to the number of
applicants in that band. The ability
band to which a child belongs will
be determined by the assessment
tasks taken at interview.

The final selection from each
ability band in each quota of places
will be made by experienced
interviewers working to common
guidelines, aimed at deciding how
much advantage a child would gain
by a place in the Thomas Telford
School as compared with a place in
other secondary schools.

APPLY

Since the number of places in the
school is fixed and since admissions
are not competitive, but are based on
judgements of the relative benefit to
the child, there is no possibility of
appeals being considered.

Offers of Places

Places will be offered by
December 31st, 1990, and
acceptances must be received by
January 14th, 1991. In the event of a
place not being accepted, it will be
offered to the next child on the
reserve list in the same ability band
and quota.

Since the number of places is
limited, not everyone who applies
can be guaranteed a place. To be
safe, all applicants should also follow
their local education authority’s
request to select a maintained school
for .next year. The chance of gaining
a place at the Thomas Telford School will
not be affected by doing this.

OCTOBER 31




